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We are going to be in Luke Chapter 9 this morning.  Please join me there.  I am praying 

that we will all have a clear and accurate view of Jesus. 

 

I have brought something with me this morning that I have never brought to the pulpit 

before.  Do I look more scholarly now with my glasses on?  Something happened in my 

forties.  Suddenly the printed text became blurry, so I have been wearing reading glasses 

for about a year now. 

 

When I look out at you without my glasses on you are very clear, but when I look at the 

printed page or a screen, suddenly everything is very blurry.  Then I put my basic reading 

glasses on and, behold, it is very clear.  Hallelujah!  I like that! 

 

It is my prayer this morning that each person here will have a clear and accurate view of 

Jesus by looking upon Him through the lens of Scripture where we read of Him, where 

we see Him described, where we see the things that He did, and we hear the things that 

He taught. 

 

My desire is that we all have clarity as to who Jesus is and that clarity will lead to 

knowledge.  I want you to know Him and see Him in all His Messianic glory.  That 

means knowing Him as the Everlasting King, seeing and knowing Him as the Atoning 

Sacrifice for your sin—the one and only who can purify your guilt in the sight of God.  

That means seeing Him and knowing Him as the Risen Lord, the One who conquered 

death by His resurrection from the grave.  I want us to know Jesus by seeing Him clearly 

this morning. 

 

As we get in to the text of the Gospel of Luke once again, we enter in and find Jesus in 

prayer.  It does not say this explicitly in the text, but I would understand that He was once 

again praying for His disciples because He was about to test their vision of Him.  They 

had been following Him very closely for eighteen months.  They had been circulating in 

ministry throughout Northern Israel and Galilee hearing all the perspectives that people 

had about who Jesus was. 

 

Now Jesus is going to put them to the test and ask them a very important question.  So, 

we read of this in Luke Chapter 9 and Verses 18 through 22: 

 
18

Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him.  

And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”  
19

And they 

answered, “John the Baptist.  But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of 

the prophets of old has risen.”  
20

Then he said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?”  And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 

“A Clear & Accurate View of Jesus” 
 Luke 9:18-22 

 September 9
th

, 2018 

 



2 

 

21
And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 

22
saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised.” 
 

Back when I was a student at Talbot Seminary years ago in the early 2000’s, there was a 

Greek professor that I had and enjoyed.  His name was Dr. Hubbard.  He had studied at 

Oxford and was an American who seemed very British to me with his haircut, glasses and 

mannerisms. 

 

He had a good sense of humor.  I remember that every so often he would just stand up 

front at the beginning of class with a certain mug, with a silly grin on his face, and 

waiting for us to notice.  His coffee mug said:  I love pop quizzes.  Whenever he had that 

mug we knew what was coming.  We were going to have some kind of vocabulary test or 

have to parse some Greek verbs.  Something would be coming.   

 

A much more important test was taking place here in this text.  Jesus was bringing the 

question to His twelve disciples.  Once again, they had been circulating in ministry two 

by two throughout Galilee, teaching the things they heard Jesus teach.  But now they 

became aware of the different opinions in the Holy Land in the First Century that were 

being spoken of about just who Jesus was. 

 

Jesus had to gather them back together.  Then He asked them some questions like, what 

do they say?  Then Jesus put to them the very important question:  But what do you say 

in view of what you have heard about what they are all saying?  What do you say?  The 

disciples responded very well with Peter being the spokesman once again. 

 

What is interesting to me about this text is that very often pastors and preachers will use 

this portion of Scripture in an evangelistic sense in a setting where there are maybe a lot 

of unbelievers.  They want to confront people with this, the most important question that 

must be asked and answered. 

 

They want to bring people to a sign post:  Who do you say Jesus is?  Which way are you 

going to go?  Because what you say about Jesus is what determines eternity for you.  I 

think that is a valid use of this question: Who do you say Jesus is?  Is He Lord and 

Savior, or is He not? 

 

But when you look at what was happening in the Gospel of Luke, you will see that this 

was not asked in an evangelistic context.  The disciples had been out doing evangelism.  

They had been out spreading the Good News, but they were back in the circle of 

discipleship here.   

 

Now Jesus asked them this question:  Who do you say that I am?  I think it is so 

interesting and so important that it comes at a point where they had been in the midst of 

opinions gone wild about Jesus.  Jesus was seeking to test their vision and make sure that 

they were seeing Him clearly.  That is what was going on here in this text. 
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What I want us to do this morning is to test our vision as well.  From this text, I want us 

to see two ways that Jesus dealt with this issue.  Taking what we see in this passage, we 

can identify two ways in which our vision of who Christ is can be blurred.  There are two 

experiences, perhaps, that can blur our vision of Christ. 

 

Also, from the text I want us to see three basics about who Jesus is.  If we are going to 

see Jesus clearly, we are going be those who are affirming enthusiastically three things 

that come to us about Christ from this portion of Scripture. 

 

Let’s start by thinking about two ways that our vision of Jesus can become blurred; how 

our understanding of Him can be distorted.  Your vision of Jesus and who He is can get 

distorted:   

 

1. By Popular Opinion (18-20) 

 

Our vision can be blurred by different popular perspectives that are going on in the world 

about who Jesus is.  We see this here in the text before us.  It jumps right out at us.  Verse 

18: 

 
18

Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him.  

And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”  
19

And they 

answered, “John the Baptist.  But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of 

the prophets of old has risen.”  
20

Then he said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?”  And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 

 

Isn’t it interesting that we see these different opinions that were being spread and 

perpetuated about Jesus, even when Christ was in the world in the flesh?  They had 

different ideas about Him even there in the First Century Holy Land. 

 

What I notice about each one of these perspectives on the identity of Jesus that is named 

here is that from a certain angle, we can understand they were high or positive views of 

Jesus.  Each view of Jesus was also touched with a tinge of the supernatural.   

 

Some people were saying:  He is preaching the Kingdom of God with power and He is 

doing miracles, so this is John the Baptist back from the dead.  John the Baptist was a 

very popular preacher in Israel in that day.  They were saying that this is John the Baptist 

2.0, even better, it is an upgrade of John the Baptist.   

 

Others were saying:  No, this resembles Elijah with all the miracles that are taking place.  

Elijah, that illustrious prophet of Old Testament Israel.  Others were saying:  We are not 

sure about those things, but at the very least we can say that He is from God.  He is a 

prophet. 
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From a certain angle, each of one of those mentioned were positive.  They were not 

cutting Him down, so to speak.  They were not trying to even though, in fact, they were.  

They were positive answers with a tinge of the supernatural. 

 

That is what is happening in our world today as well.  Things have not changed that 

much.  The substance of it remains very similar, although the details might have become 

different.  You have people across this globe who have heard the Name of Jesus and they 

will say nice things about Him and those nice things have a supernatural flavor to them, 

but they don’t go high enough. 

 

They are not accurate in ascribing to Him the unique glory of who He is as the Son of 

God who has come into the world to save sinners.  Understand, you will encounter some 

critiques, scoffers, and doubters.  But for the most part, it is as I have tried to describe to 

you.   

 

There are a billion Muslims in this world who will say:  He is a mighty prophet of God.  

Yes.  But is He the Lamb of God who provides an infinite sacrifice for sin?  No, He is 

not.  You will have billions of Hindus who may follow Gandhi and say:  He is the 

greatest morale teacher this world has ever known.  But is He the way, the truth, the life, 

the one and only way to be made right with God?  No, they will say He is not. 

 

Even here in the United States of America we are surrounded by people most of whom 

will say that He is the Son of God.  But do they have such a clear view of Jesus that they 

understand Him as the Lord, meaning that He is the King.  He is the Creator God who 

came into His creation and, like the song we sang this morning said, when we are rightly 

positioned we are sitting under His feet saying:  Speak your instruction in to my life.  

You’re the Lord, not me.  I go where You lead.  I do what You call me to do. 

 

People who give Him lip service might even affirm that He is Lord, but their lives deny 

it.  They don’t have a clear view of Jesus as the good Master who has ordered life to be 

lived according to His design.  We need to be at His feet, declaring Him Lord of our 

lives. 

 

There are a lot of people in this nation of ours who might even say that He is Lord, but 

they don’t see Him as Lord.  They are not walking with Him as Lord.  He might be their 

co-pilot with them in the pilot’s seat.  They might take some suggestions here and there, 

but Jesus is not anybody’s co-pilot.  Get in the back seat and put Him in the driver’s seat!   

 

You go where He leads.  You seek His will.  You say:  What is it that You call me to do 

in this situation of life?  So, it is King Jesus who is governing your relationships, your 

sexuality, your use of money, the way you use your mouth and your speech.  He is Lord 

of all. 

 

There are a lot of people in this land of ours, and even in churches, that may declare Him 

the Son of God but is He their Lord?  No, they don’t see Him as Lord.  You must see 

Him as Lord, and I pray that there be a working of the Holy Spirit in the heart of each 
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person sitting in here doing what I simply cannot do, and that is to clarify Jesus as King 

Jesus, the Master who leads the way for us.  In order to have that relationship with Him 

you need to be in His Word daily.  You need to be praying daily, sitting at His feet with 

Him as Lord.   

 

One way that the view of Jesus can be blurred is by popular opinion.  There are so many 

different perspectives on Jesus that are out in the world, and it should not surprise us 

because of what was happening here when Jesus was on the earth.  Jesus even said to 

watch out because there will be false teachers.  Be careful.  Be aware. 

 

Brothers and sisters, I can’t believe how basic this is, but it is the bedrock - read your 

Bibles.  Dig in and take in what it says about who Jesus is and the life that He calls us to 

in the way that He calls us to live.  This is vital if you are going to have a clear view of 

Christ. 

 

Your vision of Jesus can be blurred by popular opinion, and your vision of Him can be 

blurred: 

 

2. By Previous Notion (20-22) 

 

Your vision of Jesus can be blurred by previous notions that you have gathered in your 

heart about Him as well.  I think this is also evident in the text. 

 

The disciples had confessed Christ as the Messiah but when they had done that, Jesus had 

to clarify their understanding of what the Messiah came to do.  After receiving Peter’s 

statement identifying Jesus as the Christ, He said something that must have been for them 

like an electric shock going through their system. 

 

We read in Verses 20 through 22: 

 
20

Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  And Peter 

answered, “The Christ of God.” 
21

And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 
22

saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised.” 
 

Jesus was sending a jolt through the heart and the soul of these men.  You might say that 

He had just rung their collective bell.  What was he talking about?  He was the Christ, 

then Jesus used a Messianic title in reference to Himself.  I think these men would have 

recognized the term Son of Man from the prophecy of Daniel, with the majestic picture 

that it presents of this One named the Son of Man. 
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Then Jesus said the Son of Man must suffer and He must die.  This is not what was being 

taught in the synagogues in First Century Israel.  They were expecting a political figure to 

lead a powerful army that would overthrow Rome and would issue forth into an 

immediate golden age of Jewish rule over the Gentile nations. 

 

This is what the people were looking for, but Jesus said that the Messiah was going to 

suffer at the hands the religious leaders of Israel and He was going to die.  He also told 

them that He was going to be raised.  The disciples barely heard that.  All they heard was 

that He was going to suffer, and He was going to be killed. 

 

We read about this same account in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark where Peter took 

Jesus aside and essentially told Jesus that He was not going to die—that would happen 

over his dead body.  Then Jesus told Peter to get behind Him, calling him Satan. 

 

These disciples had some things they needed to relearn about their Messiah, because they 

had a very clear view of the second Psalm, one of the royal Messianic Psalms that speaks 

of King Messiah ruler of the nations with His iron rod.  But they were not clear on what 

was taught in places like Psalm 22 or Isiah 5 where it teaches that this same Servant of 

the Lord would be a Suffering Servant. 

 

According to Isaiah 53, He would come and would somehow experience punishment on 

behalf of His people.  In First Century Israel, Isaiah 53 was minimized and passages like 

Psalm 2 were enlarged.  So, to have a clear and accurate view of Jesus, the disciples had 

to rethink some of the things they were taught. 

 

They had to set aside some previous notions and even convictions in view of what the 

Bible teaches.  There are lots of people in churches today who will need to rethink the 

vision of Jesus that they have been given. because if you read through the pages of the 

New Testament, not only do you see One who is gracious as a sacrifice, but you also see 

One who is awesome and fearsome!   

 

Not many people want to talk about those fearsome aspects of King Jesus today.  Not 

only is He the Lamb who came into the world to die for our sin, but He is also the Lion of 

Judah.  Then going back to the Lamb metaphor, the book of Revelation repeatedly states 

that someday the wrath of the Lamb is going to be poured out on this sinful planet. 

 

Justice is going to be meted out.  Justice is in the hands of King Jesus and He will have 

the moral fortitude to put people in hell based on whether they have bent the knee to Him 

or not, the one Savior who came to make us right with God. 

 

We need a clear and accurate view of Jesus and sometimes we need to get back into the 

text of Scripture and read through what it says about who He is and if there is any 

balancing that needs to take place, we need to submit our hearts to the pages of what is 

written about Him and say:  Our God is an awesome God and our King is an awesome 

King.  I want to know Him as He is. 
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It is so easy for all of us to want certain aspects of Jesus to be put in the spotlight, and to 

not talk about things like His sovereign decree—His judgement upon sin and the fact that 

He is the one and only entrance into Heaven.  But these are things that we need to be 

clear about if we are going to have a clear Biblical view of Jesus. 

 

So, we need to take these things before the Lord and ask the Spirit to help and to lead us 

and to guide us.  We need to be students of Scripture.  A mature Christian is going to be a 

student of the Bible.  There is no way around that.  We need to be people of the Book.   

 

I miss my old friend, John Brown who is now in the glory of King Jesus.  Whenever I 

would walk up to church on Sunday mornings, he would be looking at me out of the 

corner of his eye, asking, Did you bring the Book, Pastor?   

 

What I appreciate about Bethel Grace is that I had better be bringing the Book because if 

it is anything other than the Book, people are going to tell me that they don’t want the 

spirit of the age—we don’t want worldly wisdom—but give us the Book!   

 

We need the Book every day.  It is your Bread of Life.  What would happen to you 

physically if you ate a healthy meal one day a week?  You would be out of energy.  You 

would be hungry.  Likewise, you must live on the Bread of Life on a daily.   If you are 

going to be a person who is growing and thriving and bearing fruit spiritually, you must 

be getting in the Word all the time asking the Lord to give you a clear picture of who He 

is. 

 

Two ways your vision can be blurred are by popular opinion and by previous notions that 

were not entirely informed by the teaching of Scripture in a balanced way.  Let me 

preface what we are about do to by saying that there is so much more in the New 

Testament about who Jesus is.  There is so much more that we must read and treasure and 

take into our ears and hearts, but there are a few absolute basics in this text.  We at Bethel 

Grace will keep going back to these basics time and time again.   

 

From this text, what are a few things that are a part of a clear and accurate view of Jesus?  

First is this: 

 

1. He is the Divine Messianic King 

 

He is Christ Jesus.  He is King Jesus.  He is the Anointed One Jesus.  Jesus asked the 

disciples:  Who do you say that I am.  Peter responded:  You are the Christ of God.  The 

picture of Christ in the pages of Scripture is that He is a supernatural being.  He is no 

mere human king.  According to a Christmas passage in Micha 5:2, His origins are from 

everlasting.  That speaks of His deity, the fact that He is divine in nature. 

 

Peter’s wonderful answer—You are the Christ of God—was accurate as far as it went.  

Peter and the other disciples would have more to learn and joyfully proclaim as Jesus and 

the Spirit of Jesus revealed more and more to them about just who this was that came into 
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the world, this Jesus of Nazareth.  He is divine in nature.  He is God in human form.  That 

is the testimony of Scripture. 

 

In a couple of weeks, we are going up on the Mount of Transfiguration together from 

Luke Chapter 9.  There with Peter, James and John, Jesus will allow His inherent nature 

to break forth in a glorious light that came out from His being.  God is light.  Jesus is 

light and that picture of His deity or His divinity is going to be put on display. 

 

Later in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus helps to clarify for the disciples the term The Son of 

David.  The Messiah is the Son of David.  Jesus will say:  That’s interesting.  If He is the 

Son of David, why did David call Him Lord?  What does Lord mean?  Jesus was trying 

to help them understand that the title Son of David is kind of iffy.  How about Lord of 

David?  King of kings David.  The title of deity is Lord. 

 

We see what is declared about Jesus in the pages of Scripture.  It says in John 1:1 and 2: 

 
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  
2
He was in the beginning with God. 

 

That talks about how all things were created through Him, the One who is the Word 

made flesh.  He is God in human skin.   

 

This would be declared in Colossians 2:9 

 
9
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily… 

 

This is just astonishing and amazing, and it is wonderful.  According to Colossians 

Chapter 1, He is the image of the invisible God.  Colossians 1:15-20 goes into beautiful 

detail about this.  He is the image of the invisible God. 

 

If God had a Facebook account, Jesus would be the profile picture.  He is the image of 

the invisible God.  If you see Christ, you see God.  Jesus does not have a place in the 

Bible’s Hall of Fame.  He is the One who reigns over the Hall of Fame.  He is the One 

who sent them all.  He is the divine Messianic King who is going to be reigning with the 

scepter of God for all eternity. 

 

Next, a clear view of Jesus sees Him as: 

 

2. The Atoning Sacrifice for Sin (22) 

 

He is the One who came to deal with our sin problem in view of the holiness of God.  We 

also sang this morning accurately according to Biblical testimony that Jesus is the Great 

High Priest.  There were many priests that preceded Him, but he was unique as Priest 

because He did not come and offer an animal sacrifice.  He is the One who came in and 

sacrificed Himself.  He is the Lamb of God slain for the sin of the world.   
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Did you notice how Jesus put it to His disciples in the passage?  He did not say to them:  

Look, we have been here in Galilee for a little while.  Now it is about time for us to alter 

course.  We are going to be going to Jerusalem where things might get kind of sketchy.  

Just to prepare you, there has been a lot of negativity.  It could get ugly, so we will see 

what happens.  That is not how Jesus put it.  Instead He said:   

 
22

…“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
 

The Son of Man must suffer.  The Son of Man must be killed.   Going back to good old 

Doctor Hubbard and Dr. Manning preceding him in Greek class at Talbot, I remember 

my little vocabulary card with the Greek word dei in the English alphabet.  It is a little 

word with a lot of meaning.  It means, it is necessary.  It is required.  This must be the 

case. 

 

That is the word that Jesus used here.  The Son of Man must suffer.  It was necessary that 

Jesus die, because it was the decree of God.  He is the Lamb of God slain before the 

foundation of the earth.  This plan of salvation was formed in the heart and mind of God 

in eternity past. 

 

It was necessary that He die because that would be the only way for sinners like us to 

have any part in the Kingdom of God.  There is a substitution that took place.  God is 

righteous.  God is judge.  Praise God for His mercy that devised a plan for His justice to 

be satisfied and for our sin to be taken away.  Jesus took our sin upon Himself.  This is 

what Jesus was talking about when He said that He must go.  He must suffer.  He must 

die.   

 

Any view of Jesus that distances itself from what He did for us on that wonderful bloody 

Roman cross is a false view of Jesus.  We look at Jesus nailed on the cross and we say 

with Paul:  I will glory in nothing else save the cross of Jesus Christ my Lord.  Paul was 

talking about the redemption that Jesus performed on the cross for us. 

 

Any view of Jesus that is distanced from what He did as a sacrifice for sin, that is not an 

accurate and Biblical view of Jesus.  We are a strange and peculiar people singing about 

blood and things like that, but it is that blood that cleanses us, so we sing of the blood of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally, a clear view of Jesus sees Him as: 

 

3. The Risen Lord of Life (22) 

 

Once again, as it says in Verse 22: 

 
22

…“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
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Praise God for that!  He is the One who has conquered death.  Guess what?  That little 

Greek word dei, not only does it correspond to what it says about the death of Jesus, but it 

is also tied to what it says about the life of Jesus.  He must be raised from the dead. 

 

The resurrection is the exclamation point at the end of the sentence, It is finished!  For the 

past several years on Easter Sunday, I have said this:  He is risen.  Then you say:  He is 

risen indeed!  The word of the cross is:  It is finished; atonement provided.  The word of 

the empty grave is it is finished indeed. 

 

According to the introduction to the book of Romans, the resurrection is the statement of 

God with power.  Yes, that this is the Son of the Living God, the One who is divine in 

nature who came into the world to provide salvation for us. 

 

That went right past the disciples.  They were not expecting the resurrection even after 

Jesus had told them time and time again.  When Jesus said this, all they heard was that 

the Son of Man is going to suffer.  The part about Him rising on the third day went right 

past them.   

 

We wonder how that is possible, but then I began challenging myself on this.  How often 

do I lose sight of the fact that Jesus left that tomb empty?  That He rose and that He 

ascended; that He is on high and that He is going to reign forever and ever.  He is the 

risen Lord, and I pray that His victory over death will give perspective to the hardships 

and trials that we must face living in a fallen world like the one we are living in.  He rose 

from the grace.  He is alive.  King Jesus is the Lord of life and light is found in Him.  So, 

trust in Jesus.  Put your trust in Jesus.   

 

I remember a couple of years back when I went to get an eye test done.  I didn’t feel like I 

needed prescription reading glasses then.  I put it off a couple years and finally got some 

over the counter glasses and am so glad I did.  Getting my eyes tested was one of the few 

times I had to read the eye chart.  At the top of the chart there is a big letter E, then there 

are rows of smaller letters below that.  Those letters got blurrier and blurrier the further 

down the chart I read.   

 

Listen, understand that Jesus is unique.  Jesus is distinct.  He is the One and only 

everlasting Messiah who came into the world as a Sacrifice for sin and who is raised from 

death.  That is Jesus and is Jesus alone.  Let’s just understand that and as we look in to 

the pages of Scripture there is so much more detail and clarity for us to gain. 

 

I pray that we will all be good students of the Bible, and that we will receive what Jesus, 

through the Spirit, has said about Himself; that we will have a clear view of Jesus for two 

reasons.  One, that we might worship Him joyfully.  Second, that we might represent Him 

accurately.  We want to have the joy of worship and we want to have integrity in the 

things that we say about Him.  So, we dig into the Word of God where Jesus is revealed 

to us. 

 

Be blessed, Bethel Grace, let’s close in a word of prayer. 
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